Reading Information for Parents

Learning to read is a vital life skill. Reading opens the door to your child's early academic success, imparts
a love of learning and allows children to access the magical world of fantasy. When children learn to read at
an early age, they have greater general knowledge, expand their vocabulary and become more fluent
readers. They also have improved attention spans and better concentration. Early readers can recognise a
larger number of words by sight, which enables them to learn more from and about their environment.
Just as children walk, talk and grow at different times, their progression through the skills of reading will also
be at different rates. The key is for your children to feel positive about themselves as readers right from the
start. Learning to read does not happen all at once. It involves a series of stages that lead, over time, to
independent reading and to fluency.

Supporting the Initial Stages of Reading Development
What can I do to help at home?
➢ Set aside a quiet time each day with no distractions to hear your child read.
➢ Let your child hold the book
➢ Point to the words as they read them
➢ Use the pictures as well; there is often an additional story in them
➢ Allow plenty of time for discussion before you turn over a page.
➢ Let your child read the story to you afterwards even if this is reciting by heart or making the story
up from the pictures. This is a very important stage.
➢ Memorising is not cheating.
➢ Praise all their attempts
➢ If your child is too tired or reluctant to join in, just make it an opportunity for you to read to them in
a relaxed and enjoyable way.

Take every opportunity to read with your child. Print is all around us. Even when time is scarce, you can
read with your child e.g. signs in the street, labels in the supermarket etc.
Helping your child to read a word
-Which sounds do you recognise? Can you blend them together?
-Does the word make sense? Read the sentence again to check.
-Is there another word that would make sense?
-Is it a word you know?
-Have you read the word before? Is it on another page?

-Are there any bits of the word you recognise?
-Miss out the word, finish the sentence and then go back and work out what the word was.
-In a rhyming book, think of a word that rhymes.
-Always go back and read the sentence again!
Supporting Confident Readers
It is still important to read with your children, even when they have become confident readers. Confident
readers have reached the stage where they no longer wish to read to an adult every time they read but
want to read silently to themselves. The interaction between the parent and child changes at this stage. To
ensure that the child's reading development continues to move forward, we would encourage
parents/carers to question the child about what he/she is reading to extend
his/her comprehension skills and share enjoyment of the book.

➢ Discuss the meaning of difficult words
➢ Ask them lots of questions to check their understanding and build inference skills.
➢ Ask them to read aloud
➢ Encourage your child to read with expression
➢ Don’t let them only read alone. Continue to hear them read regularly.

Key Questions to ask your child:
Questions to ask before you read
• Can you look at the pictures and predict what you think will happen in this book?
• What makes you think that?
• What characters do you think might be in our story?
• Do you think there will be a problem in this story? Why or why not?
• Does the topic/story relate to you or your family? How?
Questions to ask during the reading
• What do you think will happen next?
• What can you tell me about the story so far?
• Can you predict how the story will end?
• Why do you think the character did _______?
• What would you have done if you were the character?
• How would you have felt if you were the character? (use different characters)
• As I read____________, it made me picture________ in my head. What pictures do you see in your
head?
• As you read, what are you wondering about?
• Can you put what you’ve just read into your own words?
Questions to ask after reading
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Can you remember the title?
In your opinion, was it a good title for this book? Why or why not?
Were your predictions about the story correct?
If there was a problem, did it get solved?
What happened because of the problem?
Why do you think the author wrote this book?
What is the most important point the author is trying to make in his writing?
What was your favourite part of the story?
If you could change one thing in the story, what would it be?
Can you retell the story in order?
If you were __________, how would you have felt?
What is the most interesting situation in the story?
Is there a character in the story like you? How are you alike?
Why did you like this book?

What to Write in the Reading Record
When you hear your children read or they have read on their own, make a note of the date, what they
read and how many pages they read. The reading record then needs to be signed by an adult.
Listed below are some comments which may help you when writing in the Reading Diary
➢ Read familiar words independently.
➢ Able to predict what happens next in the text.
➢ Showed good understanding of the text
➢ Read with good expression.
➢ Worked out new words independently.
➢ Worked out new words by sounding them out.
➢ Discussed the story and characters well.
➢ Used good spoken expression
➢ Enjoyed reading this book a lot
➢ Self-corrected own errors independently
➢ Used the picture cues and the first sound of a word to work out words
➢ Read with fluency and expression
➢ Struggled to concentrate.
➢ He made a number of errors because he was not looking carefully enough
➢ Would not read tonight
➢ Self-corrected his/her own errors
➢ Found this book too hard to read
➢ Able to read this book with lots of help
➢ Struggled to work out a lot of the vocabulary
➢ Reading sounded robotic and stilted
➢ Created tension as he did not want to read
➢ Did not understand what he has read
➢ Could not retell the story
Parents/carers play a vital role in helping their child learn to read. School and home working in partnership
together create the perfect setting for encouraging a love of reading.
If you have any further queries about reading at home, please don't hesitate to get in touch with your
child’s class teacher.

