Archbishop Benson Criteria For School Places From Monday 23™ March

Dear Parents,
Thank you for your patience in waiting for this information, we appreciate that it is an unsettling time.

We have now received the official Government guidelines and definitions of critical workers, key workers
and vulnerable children, which we must adapt to our school’s unique context and circumstances.

The Government'’s list of potentially eligible families is extensive and can be seen on the attached grid.
Please note, falling into one of these categories does not necessarily mean you will be offered a place.
Unless we prioritise, we will not be able to support the families and workers who need the help the most
or who will potentially be having the biggest positive impact upon the health and wellbeing of the wider
community.

We have used the Government'’s official guidance as well as the Government's official list of critical
workers to put critical workers into a tiered system from Tier 1 to 4. We have prioritised school staff
within Tier 1 in the knowledge that many staff members are local to the area. This should mean that by
enabling them to work in whichever school employs them, we will be able to support many more local
families with this childcare arrangement across the whole of Truro, not just our catchment.

We anticipate being able to operate places for 20% of our children — approximately 80 places in all.
However, please be aware that this may need to change, potentially on a day to day basis, as staffing
capacity is affected by putting themselves at risk of infection by providing this essential service. To
minimise the disruption, staff will be working in rota teams, on and off site, so that as some become ill,
others remain healthy and are able to step in and take over. If everyone is on site at the same time the
risk of closing the school to everyone becomes higher and then we would not be able to support anyone.

Current government guidance regarding eligibility for the school care as of Monday 23 March 2020 is
that children with at least one parent or carer who are identified as critical workers by the government
can potentially send their children to school if required. However, we must emphasise that the
government guidance also states that “many parents working in these critical sectors may be
able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who can be safely cared for at home should
be.” Only use this emergency childcare at Archbishop Benson if you have to. Your child and the
staff will be at an increased risk of infection if they attend school rather than have alternative
provision at home.

This means that if you have 1 parent as a key worker and 1 parent/carer who does not work,
your children need to stay at home with that parent/carer.

We are asking parents to call the school office, 01872 273185, by 1:30pm_today to give us
information about your situations and why you require school-based childcare. You will need to state:

e Your child/ren’s names and classes

e Which tier (1-4) your employment is and exactly what your role is — NHS is not sufficient — how
does it contribute to frontline provision for the Coronavirus crisis management?

e The name and telephone number of your supervisor so we can confirm that your active role is
a necessity in these challenging circumstances and to confirm your working patterns.

e Provide a current number to text you on.

e Do you require a school meal or are you providing a pack lunch for your child/ren



Leaving the above details will NOT guarantee you a place on Monday. We will then prioritise
families, and some will unfortunately be disappointed. All successful families will be sent a dojo
to confirm their places. [F YOU DO NOT RECEIVE A DOJO YOU WILL NOT HAVE A PLACE ON
MONDAY AND MUST NOT BRING YOUR CHILDREN TO SCHOOL FOR EVERYONE'S SAFETY.

We understand that waiting for a response from us might be an anxious time. Please be patient, we will
have many, many families and scenarios to consider and will get back to you as soon as we can. We
will strive to do so today — even if it is late at night. Please don'’t expect a response until after the end
of the school day.

Some children will be also be eligible for places due to their vulnerability based on a number of stipulated
criteria — e.g. EHCP, social care involvement etc. We already know who these children are but, once
again will need to prioritise. Like critical workers, we will inform you if you have a place for next week.
If this affects your child, you do not need to call school — we already have your details and can
use this to prioritise who we are able to offer places to. If you do not receive a dojo later tonight,
you will not have a place on Monday.

Please note that for those children who do come to school next week, in line with other schools, we will
be providing an emergency child-care service — not education. We will of course be structuring the day
and including some elements of learning but please do not expect a ‘standard’ routine or service.

Please note, the current guidance around self-isolation regarding symptoms of coronavirus including a
temperature of over 37.8°C and/or a persistent cough are still in force. In the next few days, school
leaders will have to make some incredibly difficult decisions and hold some very challenging
conversations with families who are understandably anxious. We ask that you please work with us and
not against us as we do this.
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